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Chairman’s Message

George Waite
Chairman of

The Belgravia Society
and ESRA

ur Vice Chairman, Helen Oratore
Ohas long championed our ‘Young

Belgravians’ membership and
recently introduced me to, possibly, our
youngest member. Alexander is now thirteen
and has been actively involved with the
Society for several years. Shocked by the
increasing reports of mobile phone theft, he
approached Helen with the idea of launching
a membership awareness campaign. Here are
his ideas:

* Increase Police patrols to combat phone
snatching. If we are to realise this, we must
ensure that as many incidents as possible are
reported; the Police need this data to justify
an increased presence.

* Lobby for stronger penalties for phone
snatching. Many phone thefts, especially
those that are snatched when the owner
is on the phone, risk more than the loss of
the expensive hardware, but also the loss
of personal data such as bank details and
security passwords, etc.

* Install more CCTV in high-risk areas.
Whilst this is expensive it is fast becoming
a necessity, and the latest cameras are
extremely accurate and can operate 24/7.

+ Launch a public awareness campaign.
The current Police awareness campaigns are
extremely informative and help us to develop
safer habits rather than exposing ourselves
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to criminality, which is far too often becoming
theft and assault with deadly weapons.

+ Create a city-wide hotline for reporting
phone snatching. The Police often refer to
criminal gangs that move from area to area to
avoid detection. Whilst the Police continue to
be under-resourced, we need to campaign for
technology fixes, such as a hotline, that will
enable the Police to better respond to gang
activity.

« Enhance Community Watch programmes.
| am not sure that ‘enhance’ is the term |
would use, perhaps ‘start’ better describes
areas such as Belgravia. In any event, such
a program will need to be agreed with the
Police.

* Introduce phone-snatching prevention
education in schools. Alexander explains
this as a fundamental approach in helping
adolescents understand the importance of
safety and having the appropriate training to
prevent, react and report situations of phone
snatching. By educating young people about
smartphone theft, a cumulative impact of
reducing such crime can be made.

We are really impressed with Alexander taking

this initiative and are working with him to set up

a Belgravia Society site to report stolen mobile
phones so that we can better present the
statistics to the Police and major stakeholders
at our regular meetings. A
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Parliament

fter some five weeks of nothing but
electioneering, it came as a great relief
when it was all over. Whatever the

political outcome, we followed through all the
unwritten constitutional requirements.

After the election was the State Opening of
Parliament. It is a royal ceremony of great
antiquity and was well-established by the late
fourteenth century. It not only marks the end
of the election process but also marks the
start of a parliamentary year. State opening is
an annual part of the constitution and we can
enjoy the pomp and ceremony of it.

The modern state opening ceremony dates to
1852, when the new Palace of Westminster
was opened. The route to Parliament is the
same one followed by Queen Victoria for the
first time in 1852.

This year the State Opening took take place on
Wednesday 17th July following the outcome

of the election. The event begins with the
Monarch’s procession from Buckingham Palace
to Westminster, escorted by the Household
Cavalry.

The Monarch arrives at Sovereign’s Entrance
and proceeds to the Robing Room. Wearing the
Imperial State Crown and the Robe of State,

he leads the Royal Procession through the
Royal Gallery, packed with 600 guests, to the
chamber of the House of Lords.

The House of Lords send Black Rod to
summon the Commons. Black Rod is a senior
official in the House of Lords. While Black
Rod has administrative duties, the most well
recognised is the role at the State Opening of
Parliament.



The House of Lords

The present Black Rod is Sarah Clarke who
was appointed on 17th November 2017 and
formally took on the duties as Lady Usher

of the Black Rod. It is her responsibility to
summon the House of Commons to the House
of Lords to hear the King’s speech.

The doors to the Commons chamber are shut
in her face: a practice dating back to the Civil
War, symbolising the Commons’ independence
from the monarchy. Black Rod strikes the door
three times before it is opened. Members of
the House of Commons then follow Black

Rod and the Commons Speaker to the Lord’s
Chamber, standing at the opposite end to the
throne, known as the Bar of the House, to
listen to the Speech.

The Monarch’s Speech is delivered from the
throne in the House of Lords. Although the
Monarch reads the Speech, it is written by
the Government. It contains an outline of its
policies and proposed legislation for the new
parliamentary session.

When the Monarch leaves, a new
parliamentary session begins and Parliament
gets back to work. Members of both Houses
debate the content of the Speech and agree
an ‘Address in Reply to His Majesty’s Gracious
Speech’. Each House continues the debate
over the planned legislative programme for
several days, looking at different subject areas.
The Monarch’s Speech is voted on by the
Commons, but rarely in the Lords.
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Building a strong
community

To celebrate the past,improve
the present, and engage the
future

The more members we have, the
louder our collective voice will be

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
Monthly magazine

Opportunity to join us at any
of our monthly meetings

Have your say on local matters

Advice where possible
on planning issues

Invitation to our AGM
and opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.com/
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by
clicking on the link above link.

Alternatively, print the application
form on page 23 and post your
completed form to

63 Belgravia Court
33 Ebury Street
London SW1W ONY
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The Case of the Vanishing
Police Stations

Standard, itself doomed to vanish soon,

about our vanishing police stations in
London. Fifteen years ago the capital had 160
police stations. Now there are only 36.

I happened on an article in The Evening

We know a thing or two about losing our
police stations. The best known one opened

in 1846, in a street called Cottage Row. The
street was renamed in 1885 and the police
station became known as Gerald Road. Gerald
Road remained there until 1993. It was then
converted into a private house. Ronnie Biggs,
the great train robber, spent one night there.

It was replaced by a new police station not
very far away, but still in Belgravia at 202-206

Buckingham Palace Road. However, that was
closed despite all the objections from residents
and Councillors to prevent it. The building is
now being repurposed for commercial use.

The closure of these stations was for financial
savings. Now we hear that the number of
police stations is set to go even lower to reach
only one in each of the 32 boroughs. Despite
the immediate savings, it may be seen as a
catastrophic decision for the people of London.
Cutting the police budget by a quarter and the
police station closures, the effects on crime
have been significantly adverse according to
an academic, Dr Eliza Faccherri. Her work
was a new analysis published by the Institute



Police in action at Belgrave Square

for Fiscal Studies. The report showed three
effects, all of them negative, and argues that
unexpected costs of closing stations have
fallen on other parts of society. The first
negative outcome was when a police station
closed, the most serious crimes seemed to go
up. This saw an increase in violent crimes and
murders. There was a rise of 12% in violent
crime but, separately, knife and gun crime went
up 20% following closures.

Secondly, police response times were
much slower because of the distance of
police stations from where the crimes were

Two police officers on horseback
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committed and therefore increased response
times. Vital interviewing time for withesses
was lost. Thirdly there was and is an effect on
reporting offences, particularly petty crimes,
because the public no longer had any real
confidence that reports would be acted on.

Criminals are also more likely to operate in
places where they know police stations have
been abandoned, and those areas are more
likely to be targeted. The view was supported
with more ammunition in a report published
last year by Baroness Casey on the Met. She
also warned that the “basic command units”,
each covering several boroughs, has led to
“much weaker connections to long established
communities” and “longer response times”,
as well as “less knowledge of local crime
patterns”.

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly has
opened police enquiry offices around the

area, some 13 now, and five more due. That
means residents are closer to police station
staff front desk and of course response times
have reduced. There is so much to be said for
such an arrangement so it seems to us that we
should press for it in London as well so that we
can all feel protected and perhaps the crime
rates will fall at last. The present arrangements
are simply not suitable for purpose.
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Lady Chief Justice, Dame Sue Carr

matter but history has been made in the

last year. There are senior law offices,
Lord Chief Justice and Lord Chancellor. The
former dates back to the 13th century and the
latter to the late 15th century.

This may seem a singularly unimportant

We have seen in the last year the transition of
the great offices to women for the first time. We
have also seen our election and a parliamentary
democracy triumph for its peace, calm and
accord in the momentous change from one
government to the next. Whatever our politics,
we must cherish and support the democracy
that we have enjoyed for centuries and ensure
as best we can that we maintain the system we
have. Sectarian and other parties which can
damage the democracy seek changes to our
electoral system which would undermine our
stability.

We should not be influenced by parties who
complain a system makes it impossible for
them to have as many seats as votes and claim
proportional representation is fairer. Looking

at those nations who do have proportional

Change for
the most
Senior Law
Officers

We have seeninthe last year
the transition of the great offices to
women for the first time.

representation we can see the instability of
government it causes. Worse still in order to
make a coalition often extreme political parties
are invited to join and then the coalition is bound
to take into account minority extreme views and
enact them to avoid the coalition losing power.

One of the great joys of our unwritten
constitution its longevity, security and stability it
has given us is that we can rejoice in it no matter
what our party political views are.

So to the appointment of two women to the
great offices we have mentioned: Lady Chief
Justice, Dame Sue Carr is the President of the
Courts of England and Wales and Head of the
Judiciary of England and Wales. She is the 98th
person to hold this historic office and the first
woman. Dame Carr was sworn in at a ceremony
held at the Royal Courts of Justice, where

she took the judicial oath. The ceremony was
attended by many representatives from across
the justice system with speeches delivered by
the Master of the Rolls and Attorney General, as
well as representatives from the Bar Council and
Law Society.



Dame Carr said “It is a great privilege to
assume this role. | do not underestimate the
challenges that lie ahead, and | look forward to
approaching the role with energy, enthusiasm,
and positivity. The rule of law is a fundamental
constitutional principle which underpins an
open, fair and peaceful society, where citizens
and businesses can prosper.”

Following the election Baroness Carr of
Walton-on-the-Hill, the Lady Chief Justice of
England and Wales conducted the swearing-

in ceremony with the other appointees. The
Right Honourable Shabana Mahmood MP was
appointed as Lord Chancellor and Secretary

of State for Justice on 5th July 2024. She was
elected as the MP for Birmingham Ladywood
in July 2024. She is the first woman to hold that
position and the first to swear allegiance on the
Koran. Sarah Sackman MP was also sworn in
as the Attorney General and Solicitor General.

Dame Carr went on to congratulate each of

the appointees and wished them well in the
discharge of their constitutional responsibilities.
She said, “We look forward to working with

you constructively and to secure a proper
administration of justice and wish you well in the
discharge of your constitutional responsibilities
to secure the proper administration of justice
and maintain the rule of law.”

So history has been made and our constitution

honoured as we can be so proud of our history
and our democracy. A
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INVITATION TO THE
NEXT SOCIETY
COMMITTEE MEETING

We would be delighted for you to
join our next meeting in person on

10th September at 5.30pm
at The Caledonian Club

There will be no meeting in August.

Please let us know if you wish
to attend by emailing
info@thebelgraviasociety.com

If you have a CAF account, it is an
easy way to donate to the Society.
Please do help us to maintain
our work for Belgravia and our
community magazine.

Wanted!

Writers | Historians | Storytellers

DO YOU ENJOY WRITING?

We would be delighted to receive
articles and short stories about
Belgravia / our neighbours / London
and beyond - all voluntary, of course.
Discuss your ideas with us at
info@belgraviasociety.com

JULY 2024
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Where have all the
butterflies gone?

the summer sunshine. However, the recent

summer weather has been quite wet and
therefore not conducive to their welfare, so
there have been fewer butterflies out and
about. The manifesto for the butterflies and
moths set out by the Butterfly Conservation
Organisation is that they want a planet where
butterflies and moths can be enjoyed by
everybody for all time.

I love watching butterflies flitting about in

Reverse the trend

Butterflies and moths are essential to the fragile
eco-system and when they are thriving it reflects
on the environment. However, since the UK

is currently facing a biodiversity crisis, these
declines need to be reversed. Time is running
out and now is the time to act!

Big butterfly count

From 12th July until 4th August is the annual

Big Butterfly Count. All you need to do is to find
a nice spot and enjoy some quality time in a
sunny place where you can count the number of
butterflies you see in the space of 15 minutes.
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Perhaps a quiet corner in Belgrave or Eaton
Squares would suffice, or even Wilton Crescent
and Ebury Square. If you are fortunate to have
a garden or a balcony near sunshine and
greenery, then why not give it a go? Even if you
do not see anything, please record that also, as
all this information helps to give a picture of the
state of the environmental situation.

Join in and it is both a calming and relaxing
activity and helps Butterfly Conservation collect
vital data to save butterflies. Both butterflies
and moths are sensitive indicators of the health
of our environment. Please take a moment to
think about butterflies and moths and start
counting if you have not done so already

— there is still time. You can find out more
information by visiting the website belwo and
obtain all the resources you need including a
free butterfly ID chart. A

Source: bigbutterflycount.butterfly-
conservation.org
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WCC Rishma Sangha

he primary role of planning officers is

to investigate all reports made to WCC

and take enforcement action where
appropriate, proportionate and expedient. We
were surprised to learn that enforcement is
discretionary, and steps may be considered
when assessing breaches of planning control
which can include informal action, formal
action and, of course, no action. WCC will
generally try to resolve planning breaches
through informal action and negotiation first.

Rishma explained the extent of the work on
planning control and told us that WCC are
concerned with works to listed buildings,
external works to non-listed buildings, untidy
land/conditions of buildings, display of
advertisements, change of use, installation
of plant equipment, works to trees and non-
compliance with planning conditions, and
compliance with permissions attached to
consents.

It is also important to know that there are
things that cannot be investigated. These
include internal works to non-listed buildings,
work that is permitted development. It also
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Planning

At our monthly meeting on 9th July,
we were privileged to have our Senior
Planning Officer for Knightsbridge and
Belgravia, Rishma Sangha visit us. She was
able to tell us so much about her work and the
work of the Westminster City Council (WCC)
to deal with planning enforcement.

includes change of use within the same use
class, party wall agreements and ownership
and leasehold disputes, antisocial behaviour,
health and safety issues on building sites,
parking issues and tables and chairs on the
highway.

It is important to report a breach of planning
control, bearing in mind what is covered. To
report online, the WCC “Report It” function

is available, or by phone via the WCC call
centre on 020 7641 6000, or by email to
planningenforcementTeam@westminster.gov.uk.

Rishma answered questions from the
Committee, and we were very grateful to

her for the time she gave us. It certainly was
interesting and helped us understand what
could and could not be investigated by the
planning team. It is so important to understand
things which are not issues which can be
investigated too. That is something that arises
quite often over a change of use.

We thank Rishma very much for her time and
giving us such a comprehensive insight to her
job and the powers of WCC.
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First
postbox with
the cypher of

King Charles has been installed. It was

unveiled with the help of local primary
children in High Street, Great Cambourne in
South Cambridgeshire. Existing postboxes will
continue to bear the cypher of the late Queen
to mark the reign in which they were installed.
New and replacement boxes will now carry
the King’s cypher.

The first postbox bearing the cypher of

Pupils from Vine Inter-Church Primary were
the first to use it, posting handwritten letters to
the King inviting him to open their New Forest
school and asking for advice on sustainability.
(We do not know if there has been a response

yet.)

The postbox has been given a plaque to mark
its special status as being the first to carry

the King’s cypher. By tradition, the cypher

is personal to the King and he has to grant
permission to the Royal Mail to use it, which
of course he has given. The cypher consists of
his initial with the Roman number Il and then
capital R which is for Rex and the Crown which
is based on a Tudor crown. It is traditional that
postboxes have on them the Royal cypher and
this dates back 170 years to Queen Victoria’s
reign.

As the King has given permission to use the
cypher it will also be put on the doors of Royal
Mail vehicles replacing that of the late Queen.
The change has been applied to 100 vehicles
already with 290 more to be done shortly. 3,636
vehicles will have the full cypher updated by
October.
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The Royal Mail has also announced a change
in its brand logo, known as the Cruciform.
The logo, with its yellow double-lined lettering
of Royal Mail used on the company’s vehicle
livery, buildings, website and stationery, will
now have the Tudor crown used by the King
rather than the Edward’s crown used by the
late Queen.

Emma Gilthorpe, Royal Mail’s Chief Executive,
said: “More than 115,000 postboxes across
the UK have recorded the succession of
monarchs since the first box bore the cypher
of Queen Victoria. We thank His Majesty for
granting us the use of his personal cypher

as we begin the next chapter in the story

of the iconic Great British postbox in Great
Cambourne.”

The postboxes which have the cyphers of
previous monarchs will remain as they record
the succession of monarchs and are part of
our history.
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We have often featured a piece on the
Mary Rose. It is a time capsule and tells us
so much about life of Tudor mariners and

Tudor life. With the anniversary of her sinking
on 19th July, we thought we would
look at the ship herself.

ngland was not a sea power when
E Henry VIII came to the throne in 1509,
and had no Navy in the sense of how
we think of one today. The old procedure was
to commandeer merchant ships and give them
back after a specified period — 40 days was
the standard service time for a soldier in the
medieval period. This was not very effective,
however, so the order was given to build two
new ships.

Laid down in January 1510 and built that
same year costing King Henry £3,000 out of
his £100,000 yearly allowance, the Mary Rose
and her sister ship, the Peter Pomegranate,
are often regarded as the starting point for
the modern Navy — alongside the Regent and
the Sovereign, which Henry inherited from his
father, Henry VII.

The Mary Rose had a 34 year career after
launching in 1511, predominately serving in
home waters and in France. The Mary Rose
would see her final action against the French
in 1545 during the Battle of the Solent, within
view of Southsea Castle where the King
watched on.

The Mary Rose was originally a troop
transportation ship but, in 1536, she was
refitted so she could have more guns; at the
time of her sinking she was armed with 39
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The Mary Rose was picked by the
Admiral of the Fleet as his flagship

mounted carriage guns. The alterations and
the addition of more guns during the 1530s
and 1540s could have affected her stability.
No one is really sure what caused the ship to
sink. However, she had just fired guns on her
starboard side. After firing her starboard guns,
she turned sharply with her gun ports open so
that the gun ports were open on both sides.
As the ship took on water coming through the
open gun ports, this caused the ship to list
and sink.

There are differing reports as to how many
men were on the ship when she went down.
It is thought about 500. Most of the men on
board drowned; there were very few survivors
as the deck of the ship had been covered in
protective nets. During combat when ships
came close soldiers from one ship would try
to get on board another ship to overwhelm the
ship and take it. The nets prevented this, but
they also prevented the men on board being
able to get off the ship, hence the loss of life.

The Mary Rose sat 12 metres deep in the
Solent for 437 years. In 1982 a dedicated

team of volunteers, maritime archaeologists
and divers raised her from the sea bed. Each
year Portsmouth Cathedral holds a memorial
service at the Tomb of the Unknown Mariner
who was a crew member and represents all
those on board who lost their lives that day. A

T —,
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Local News

News from our local Councillors,
Elizabeth Hitchcock, Rachael Robathan and Tony Devenish

Eccleston Street
Post Office

Dockless cycle bikes
campaigns continue

think almost everybody knows now that the Post
Office have decided that there is enough
provision in the area and they feel no need to
continue the existing scale of the service. That is
the service given by a Crown Post Office. There
is a possibility of a local style branch which
would be a counter in another shop.

Our Councillors continue to lobby for the bikes
on Ebury Street to be dealt with. It is always
overcrowded and bikes are strewn across the
pavement junction between Ebury Street and
Grosvenor Gardens. Although in the
photograph you can only see the bikes at the
junction, just out of sight there is a long stream
of bikes as well, only about a quarter of which
are in the designated area for the bikes.

We know that Grosvenor have been trying to
ensure that the facility could be available in one
of the shops where the proprietor will be applying
for a licence from the Post Office. We have heard

Our Councillors have been more successful
elsewhere, we sincerely hope that we will not
be ignored by the WCC any longer.

16 |

that the Post Office will consider a number of
applications, and even if a new sub- post office
is available, it may not even be in Belgravia.



Other local news from
the Councillors

Elizabeth Street has recently seen an increase
in homeless people. We believe this may be
due to the coach station now stopping people
from bedding down there. We have raised
concerns with the Council’s outreach teams,
city inspectors, and local people to make
sure this doesn’t impact neighbouring
residential streets.

We have also had a report of a tent in front
of the Sainsbury’s in Elizabeth Street. Via
our city inspector we are working with
partner organisations to provide alternative
accommodation and other support for the
rough sleepers and for the tent to be
removed as soon as possible.

Victoria Library had to close recently due to
leaks in the roof. However, these have now
been fixed and the library reopened.

The Latin Programme

We are delighted to have again helped
secure funding for The Latin Programme at
St Barnabas primary school. The programme
is built to support English literacy, teaching
the children additional language skills, to
encourage creativity in the classroom, and
provide opportunities to explore the many
ways that the ancient Romans continue to
influence our modern world.
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Pimlico Farmers’
Market

Pimlico Farmers’ Market has applied to renew
the planning permission for its site. As it is
public land it needs to be renewed every four
years. The application went before a Planning
Committee on 23rd July and was
recommended for approval. The Councillors
want to know your views, so please let us
know your thoughts about this.

Tony, Elizabeth and Rachael

Contact them by email, follow them on
Facebook or Instagram, or call them on 020
7730 8181 to stay up to date about our area.
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Rough Sleepingin
Westminster

BY COUNGILLOR ELIZABETH HITCHGOCK

ough sleeping is a persistent problem
R in Westminster and in the warmer

weather we are seeing much more of it.
Westminster has the highest number of rough
sleepers amongst any local authority and the
scale of the issue has ebbed and flowed since
the days of Covid. Sometimes we are seeing
a huge number of rough sleepers, or evidence
of rough sleepers, and at other times it seems
as though things have improved.

There is no area within Westminster that has
not had to tackle this issue. Currently, there is
an incredibly large encampment in the central
reservation on Park Lane. This land, controlled
by Transport for London has always been a
magnet for those who are truly homeless, or
very often, comprised of eastern European
gang members who come to London to

rob and beg and then return to their home
countries when the weather turns colder. TfL is
currently going through the legal process for a
possession order.

Belgravia is not immune either to the problem
of rough sleepers and tents. We have recently
witnessed over the past several months several
rough sleepers on our street and in doorways.
There was a tent pitched on Elizabeth Street
in front of Sainsbury’s for a while. St Michael’s
Church has also been a hot spot, because
churches always are. Some of the increase
can be attributed to TfL’s recent policy of only
allowing ticketed passengers in the main hall
of the coach station. This has had the effect
of pushing those who would have bedded
down on the floor of the station out onto the
neighbouring streets.

But we are working hard to deal with this
situation. Our excellent Knightsbridge &
Belgravia ward city inspector, John Whelan
visits the area regularly and takes action on
any street issues, such as waste and making
referrals for individuals, as necessary. Other
Westminster City Council outreach teams have
been visiting Elizabeth Street every day at



different times of the day working with partner
organisations to find alternatives for those who
make the streets their home. The local police
are also aware of the problem, and will work
with the council and other bodies, especially
when rough sleeping is taking place on private
land.

The number of rough sleepers on our streets is
an ever-changing situation. There are currently
no rough sleepers on Elizabeth Street or in
Ebury Square, but it may be an entirely different
scenario there by tomorrow. All we can do

is to work with our teams by reporting the
problem via Streetlink (thestreetlink.org.uk)
when it arises. They have the experience, the
knowledge and the skills required to achieve the
best outcomes for all involved.

Editor’s note:

ClIr Hitchcock refers to TfL going through
a legal process to get possession of

the tent site. This is because tents are
accepted as homes in law, and they
cannot be removed without legal process.

TfL are responsible for the grass land
between Park Lane going north and
Park Lane going south. They are taking
legal action now and hopefully we

will see the removal of the tents but it
will take a month at least to complete
getting through the Courts. Hopefully, at
some stage in the not too distant future
there will be change in the law so tents
trespassing can be removed without
recourse to law. A

Armed Forces Day

ur Lord Mayor, ClIr Robert Rigby, raised the Armed Forces Day flag
outside City Hall to mark the contribution of those, past and present,
who have bravely served our country. This year Forces Day was on 29th
June. Speaking at the flag raising, the Lord Mayor said, “Westminster has a
particular association with the Armed Forces as home to key military buildings,
and this flag is all about showing our pride and recognition. The council
also offers help to veterans as it is important those who have contributed to
protecting our country know they have our continuing support.”
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any of you will have seen the invitation

from Westminster City Council to give

your views on the Eccleston Street
Public Realm Improvements. You need to be
aware that this scheme has been put forward
and would be funded by Grosvenor. It is a
matter of opinion as to whether proposals really
are “improvements”. There are some very nice
pictures, but we ust ask ourselves, is this really
in the best interests of our shopping street and
our residents?

The proposed “improvements” include outside
dining, minor on-street parking and loading
alterations, widening pavements, and an
alleged improvement to road safety with a
changed Eccleston Place. The pretty pictures
we have seen, while including two small areas
of outside dining, we are certain the rest of

the pavements will be covered with tables and
chairs very quickly. None of the traffic which will
be coming through Eccleston Street is shown
at all in the pictures.

There is also the proposal to improve the
drainage system and planting trees. Those are
matters which are not controversial. However,
we know that Grosvenor has been trying to get

Have your say:

possession of premises in Eccleston Street in
order to facilitate the change of use of shops
into cafés/restaurants for the outside dining
Grosvenor want.

What will actually damage the street is the
narrowing of the road. Those of us who cross
Eccleston Street very often see lots of traffic
coming from the other side of Buckingham
Palace Road and, despite the traffic survey
which was done, we take the view that traffic
will be slowed down and create congestion.
The quality of the air will be significantly
worsened. It seems wholly inappropriate to an
area where there will be a great deal of outside
dining. The coaches going to the coach station
will have the utmost difficulty turning into
Eccleston Place; anyone who has been seated
in Ole & Steen will know how difficult it is
already for coaches to turn left into Eccleston
Place.

There is a public consultation which you can
attend on Tuesday 6th August between 5

and 7pm, where you will be able to find out
more about the proposals. The consultation
closes at 11.59pm on 9th August. Do take this
opportunity of giving your views.
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

Membership Application

Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

NBIMIE .t EMAL Lo
SeCONd NAME (If QNY) +overeeiiiee e EMAIL i
FYe [0 =TS T T T T T T TP P PO PP P RPPPRRUPPI
TelepPNONE: HOMIE ... WOIK et
MODIIE ... e Date v

By signing this Application | CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society
sending emails to me until | unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

T[] F= L0 1= () PR

Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W ONY

Gift Aid declaration - for past, present and future %

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made: _
Il THE BELGRAVIA SOCIETY [

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.

L] Today LI In the past 4 years U1 In the future

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNATURE(S) .t DATE o

ADDRESS ... E e E e E eSS RS A SRR e RE R E S b SRS RE R R SRR RS S R SRS E SRR RS E SR SRR R e R e b e a e

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
[0 Want to cancel this declaration [ Change your name or home address [ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE EMAIL THIS FORM TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT, 33 EBURY STREET, SW1W ONY
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